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.Manaqab-i-Stafi. There are numerous traditions about the appearance of the Mehdi and Ms being a Syad.
Similarly Qazi Mahommed-bin-Ali Showkani has recorded the traditions about the descent of Christ, the appearance of the Mehdi and the Anti-Christ. People genearally endorse the same view. Iba-Khaldoon alone questions their trustworthiness. He also questions the revelation of saints about the Mehdi. A reply to his criticisms lias been given in the treatise called Iza,
The traditions about the Mehdi, though not contained in be Sahih Bokhari and Sahih Muslim are considered trustworthy by Abu-Daood-Ibn-Maja, Hakim, Tebrani, Abu-Yali ,$ausli, &c., which after the works of Bokhari and Muslim are trustworthy, especially in the absence of traditions, in the first named books, these latter must be regarded as trustworthy.
These traditions about the Mehdi are confirmatory of eacla other. The authorities on which they are based are different* Some of them are sahih, others are indifferent, while some are weak or iinauthenticated. But all sects of Islam are unanimous in the belief that at the end of the world some one from the Ahl-i-Bait (Syad) will appear and that he will strengthen Islam and do justice. The.Mahommedans will submit to his authority. He will become the ruler of all Mahommedan countries. He will be called the Mehdi, Jesus Christ and Anti-Christ will /-appear during his time."
Again on pages 61, 62 and 6 3, the writer gives some account of the true Mehdi. At first he gives his name as Mahommed or Ahmad, son of Abdulla, without saying anything against it; in another place he states his surname as Abu Abdulla without a word of comment; while in a third place he gives his pedigree and states that he will be from the Ahl-i-Bait and a descendant of Fatiina.
This shows very clearly that the writer generally regards those traditions as trustworthy in which it is stated that the Mehdi will be a Sayad and a Fatimite. At the end of this he